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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


A very thankless task is that of the veterinary 
referee. At most competitions the honesty and 
correctness of the judges and umpires is tacitly 
allowed. At horse-racing and cricket for instance, 
it isa rare thing to hear any competitor object to 
the decision of the judge or umpire. At horse 
shows. cattle shows, and dog shows, the reverse 
obtains, and every exhibitor who does not get a 
prize makes himself a nuisance for days or weeks 
after. At the Smithfield show a good deal of ex- 
citement has been manifested over “the wholesale 
disqualification of cattle on account of abnormal 
dentition.” Of course it is the veterinary referees 
who are wrong. They always are. The immaculate 
exhibitors of live stock never are wrong; by no 
possibility could they enter an animal in the wrung 


class. To say that some of the disqualified 
exhibitors are ‘“ well known ” “ highly _ re- 


spectable” or “above suspicion” is only another 
way of saying the experts are wrong, and it is the 
most insulting way of saying it. We are all re- 
spectable and above suspicion until we are found 
out, and then our lapsis is generally found to be 
mere negligence or error. 

We should have thought that the regulations 
adopted this year as to dentition, which we print on 
another page, could not possibly have lead to trouble. 
Certain definite conditions of the teeth are stated 
as evidence of a certain age. Exhibitors had only 
to lovk in their animals’ mouths to see whether they 
fulfilled these conditions or not. A number of them 
apparently decided to risk it with mouths not in ac- 
cordance with the regulations, but the age of which 
they fancied they were sure of. With the regula- 
tions clearly printed their loss and trouble is clearly 
traceable to their own negligence. If these animals’ 
teeth were not in accordance with the regulations of 
the show they had ao right to trust to any other 
evidence of age, and the disqualification of cattle and 
sheep not conforming was inevitable and right. 

We allow that if 
to be erroneous he 
the Club, and his proper remedy is to prove the e 
and ask the Club to alter it, 





Society, and the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons to consider a scheme for the establishment 
of a registering and examining body to grant cer- 
tificates for skill in horse shoeing. The Farriers’ 
Company presented a complete scheme of a most 
comprehensive nature which, if it can overcome the 
financial difficulties, gives promise of revolutionising 
the trade of farriery. Perhaps it would be more 
correct to say it would define and establish a trade 
of farriery, because such a trade is as yet hardly re- 
cognised as a distinct calling. 

In large towns and some hunting districts we find 
really good tradesmen working only as horse-shvers, 
More commonly the village blacksmith spares a 
little time from his accustomed duties of mending 
ploughs and cart wheels, for the shoeing of horses, 
The farriers’ art is a difficult and most important 
one—he should be acknowledged as a first-class 
artizan, and we hope the outcome of the work in- 
itiated by Professor Axe may be the enlightenment 
of the public and the recoguition of the farrier. 
Our profession may well help in this matter. We 
shall be required to act as mentors to the renovated 
trade, and we have a very direct interest in limiting 
the significance of the term farrier to the man who 
shoes, and dis-associating it from the man who doctors, 
Next week we hope to give an outline of the scheme, 
and shall be glad of any suggestions or comments 
from our readers. 


Recognition of the veterinary profession by the 
state is not quite the same thing as government 
assistance. By the Veterinary Surgeons Act our 
title and position was recognised, whilst the Con- 
tagious Diseases (Animals) Act is as great an 
acknowledgement of our practical value as we could 
wish. At the last meeting of Council Professor 
Walley suggested that an application should be 
made to Government for a grant in favour of 
veterinary education. The consideration of the 
subject is proceeding, but great difference of opinion 
exists as to who should apply, and to whom the grant 
should be given. Undoubtedly Professor Walley 


aman can show the regulations | meant the Body Corporate both to ask and to receive. 
has a cause of complaint against) Ags we understood his resolution, he desired that 
2rror | the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons should re- 
Under no condition | geive,from Government some pecuniary grant, such 


as h : : ; a : , 
‘ae any right to find fault with the veterinary /as other similar bodies have had, and devote it to a 


experts a : 
perts, and to pose as an injured innocent. 


” Thursday at the Royal Agricultural Societies 
ey 4 conference was 
e 


scheme for improving veterinary education by affords 


ing facilities for research. If we had the place and 


ithe means we could soon find the men to conduct 
enquiries into sanitary and pathological questions 
held of representatives of | affecting animals which would very soon repay the 
‘triers’ Company, the Royal Agricultural | cost. 
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ARTICLES AND GASES. 


MYSTERIOUS DEATH OF FIVE HORSES. 
By Frank G. Asniey, M.R.C.V.S. 


On Nov. 28th, Mr. Broad was asked to investigate 
the cause of death of four horses, also to examine a 
fifth, and I was sent. The history of the cases so 
far as I could learn was as follows :—A cob was 
noticed to be showing distressed breathing and 
profuse perspiration ; a registered V.S. was called 
in, but the cob died in two hours. Next day a 
_ horse was seen trotting down the field when he ap- 
peared to stumble, and fell down, the registered V.S. 
was again called in and the horse was removed to 
the stable on a gate. A M.R.C.V.S. was now called 
in, and he pronounced it to be paralysis, and pre- 
scribed hypodermic injections of Strychnia; this 
horse died in a few hours, never having regained its 
legs. Next day another horse was taken ill in much 
the same way as the last, but this one twice re- 
gained his legs and the M.R.C.V.S. hoped this one 
would recover, but he died the day following. 
Another horse went the same road, after which all 
appeared to be going on fairly well for about a week, 
when the fifth was taken ill, and the registered V.S. 
advised the farmer to consult us. This case I saw 
some hours after it was first noticed to be seriously 
ill. It, with the horses that died, had been running 
at grass in three fields close to the house, and had 
been fed twice daily in the stable with cut hay, 
grains, bran, and barleymeal, and drank from a pond. 
Since the death of the four horses it had had an 
entire change of food and water; when the fourth 
horse died the farmer’s wife called the attention of 
the M.R.C.V.S to this cob, as she thought it seemed 
altered in its manners and was dull; the V.S. ex- 
amined it but said there was nothing the matter 
with it, but to please the farmer’s wife he sent it a 
drench, which was given it, this would be some days 
before we were called in to see it—nearly a week. 
If this pony was ailing when the farmer’s wife called 
the V.S’s attention to it, possibly the entire change 
of food and water had kept the disease in check for 
a time, 

Symptoms.—1t was lying on its side, pulse 80 and 
feeble: conjunctival membranes deeply injected of 
a dirty red colour; there was a watery discharge 
from its eyes, its breath was foetid. and its breathing 
was laboured, there was a nasty, yellowish-green 
discharge from the nostril lying next the ground, 
internal temperature 1013 F., ears, legs, &e. warm. 
It lay for a time quite still, then kicking with its 
legs, it was quite unable to raise its fore quar- 
ters but had partial use of its hind ‘legs, On ex- 
amination per rectum I found the faces very hard 
and covered with spots of blood (from the congested 
rectum) ; on breaking it in pieces it appeared to 
mainly consist of fibrous material. I was informed 
constipation was a prominent symptom with the other 
horses ; its appetite for food and water was in abey- 
ance, and the registered V.S. who accompanied me 
said that it seemed to have a difficulty in swallowing, 





as also bad the previous cases; it was everywhere 
sensible to the prick of a pin, the pupil of the eye 
was only feebly sensible to the touch; I bled this 
animal as it lay, the blood flowed freely, it coagu. 
lated firmly, but I thought it did not look as bright 
as itought to. I gave the farmer an opinion that 
this cob would die, and asked him to let me know 
as soon as it was dead, and this he promised to do, 
he being very eager to have the matter cleared up, 
as he dare not bring fresh horses into the farm until 
a reasonable cause has been found for so many deaths 
in so short a time. 

All the horses shortly before death exhibited in 
greater or lesser degree embarrassed breathing, di. 
lated nostrils, tongue protruded, and they burst out 
into a great sweat. 


Mr. Harris’ Pony. 


28/10/89. Whilst 1 was at the farm making en- 
quiries, my attention was called to a pony, the 
property of Mr. Harris, which had been running out 
at grass with the horses that died, and had 
been fed twice daily in the stable with the other 
horses. After the death of the fourth horse the 
owner fetched it away to Bath; all appearing to be 
going on well at the farm, between the death of the 
fourth horse and the fifth being attacked, he had 
the pony sent back to the farm again, and after it 
had been back two or threedays it was noticed to be 
queer or strange, as it was usually a very lively 
pony and no one could easily catch it. I found this 
pony very dull, much tucked up, pulse 45 and feeble, 
conjunctival membrane slightly injected, internal 
temperature 1005 F., appetite for food and water 
was quite gone. It walked very stiffly behind, and 
its bowels were constipated ; on looking in the stable 
on two oceasions the same afternoon it was lying 
down but not showing signs of pain. 

30/10/89. Before making a post-mortem on the 
farmer’s volt I had a Jook at Mr. Harris’ pony. ! 
learnt that it was being treated by V.S. (No.4) 
who does not give much hope of its recovery; the 
farmer informs me that it has only eaten a few 
mouthfuls since I last saw it, and passed very little 
dung, and is often lying down ; it looks much tucked 
up and walks very stiffly behind, is still very dul! 
pulse 48 and feeble, internal temperature 100 F,, 
conjunctival membrane slightly injected. a 
gether it agpears in much the same state as when 
last saw it. 

2/11/89. 2 po 
alive, and the V.S. in charge thinks it 1s 
better. 

5/11/89. cket 
ears, legs, &c., cold, pulse 32 per minute, ead 
junctival membrane ancemic, internal — 
per vaginum was 100 F., bowels constipater, 
petite little improved, animal walks stiffly beli™® 
respiratory actions natural. 

11/11/89, Pony said to be improving. _ lively. 

15/11/89. Saw the pony, it appeared more — 
was eating better, and did not appear to have § 
stiff gait. 

24/11/89. 
recovered. 


I learn on-enquiry that the pony 's still 
a little 


Pony stands dull, looks tucked up, its 
on- 


I am informed that this pony bas 4" 
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Post-mortem Examination on the Farmer’s Cob 
at 10 a.m. on 30/10/89. 


This cob died about 8 a.m. on the 29th, but as 
the farmer was away from home I did not get to 
know abont it until 6 p.m., so went on the following 
morning. ; 

The pony lay on the off side, on which it died, 
rigor mortis was set in, there was frothy blood in 
the near nostril: the body was not nearly so tym- 

anitic as 1 expected to have found it considering 
the time it had been dead, the coat was clammy, 
showing it had burst into a perspiration before death. 
I learnt that its breathing had gradually got so dis- 
tressing that the farmer wished to kill it but his 
wife would not allow him. On incising the skin 
along the abdomen the subcutaneous tissue was found 
to be markedly congested. There were no signs of 
peritonitis or of enteritis, the intestines contained a 
small quantity of yellowish semi-fluid material, but 
the rectum contained hardened foeces. 

The liver was not enlarged, there was a patch of 
peri-hepatitis about the size of the palm of the hand, 
on section it was found to be decomposing and I 
fancied it had undergone a fatty change. 

The kidneys appeared healthy. 

The bladder was about half full of urine which 
was of normal colour. 

The spleen was not enlarged and on section ap- 
peared quite normal, 

The stomach was empty, there was erosion of the 
mucous membrane in two places about the size 
of a crown piece, the other parts of the membrane 
were firmly adherent, and I was informed that 
similar lesions were observed in the stomach of one 
of the other horseswhich had been opened immediately 
after death, 

The left lung at superior and inferior parts was 
diseased apparently ia a gangrenous condition, other- 


wise it appeared healthy but a little dark in colour. 


same fields, feeding on the same barley-meal, bran, 
&e., and drinking the same water. and none are ill 
or ever have been. 

No animal has died on the farm previously—so I 
am told—except a pair of ducks which were found 
lying dead by one of the ponds about a fortnight 
before the horses were taken ill; there has not been 
any manure or pond refuse spread on the land, 
which has not been ploughed up for some years ; 
there has not been any plumbing or painting work 
done on the farm ; the water is supplied to the ponds 
and to the house from a spring through iron pipes. 
There are yew trees in the garden adjoining the 
house, but there are no appearances of their having 
been touched, and the horses have never been seen 
near them. I searched the holes and corners in the 
stable for remains of anything that might have been 
given them, and the farmer told me that beyond 
their food they had had nothing, they have never 
had any powders or any such things. In a field 
close by the fields where these horses have been 
running, is situated what is called a Fuller’s Earth 
works, on enquiry there the manager said he did not 
use any chemicals in its manufacture, they only 
burn the ‘earth’ that they obtained from fields in 
the immediate vicinity, undoubtedly at times the 
smoke from the furnace would blow in the direction 
of these fields, but if there was anything seriously 
injurious deposited on these fields the herbage would 
suffer, which does not appear to be the case. 

This farmer is also what is called here a carcase 
butcher, i.e., he buys live cattle and sheep, slaugh- 
ters them at home, and fetches the carcases into 
sath market. I made minute enquiries as to the 
quality of beef and mutton he dealt in, and am led 
to believe that he buys nothing but of the first 
quality, no “slinks,” so he says. The intestines, &c., 
from these cattle and sheep are deposited in one 
place and have not been in anyway near food or 


lhe right lung showed hypostatic congestion, it | water that the horses have eaten, and the manure 


also had two small diseased areas in it. 

The heart, externally appeared healthy, the left 
side contained a fibrinous clot, the right side dark 
fluid blood. 

the laryngeal and tracheal mucous membrane 
wes congested as far as the division into the lungs. 

The spinal cord, on section in the lumbar region, 
appeared healthy, in the dorso-cervical region the 
cord was surrounded by what appeared to be co- 
agulated lymph, 

] The brain, the vessels on its exterior were full of 
i — it appeared healthy, but I fancied 
can vellum appeared of a deeper red than 

set examined the fields where the horses 
injurions 1 Ni all the summer without finding any 
the “woes — I took water from the ponds where 
bran blood — which along with barley-meal, 

fetched sie ‘P — liver, and intestinal contents, I 
discovered “Y hi analysis, but the analyst has not 
charge seth F ling. Some of the blood and dis- 
thrax - the Ay 1e eyes have been examined for an- 
inferior, but Aes very mouldy and altogether very 

> Ut What makes the case so clouded is that 





¢ 
WS, sheep, and pigs, have all been grazing in the 


from their decomposition has not yet been spread on 
any land on the place, as the farmer has only oc- 
cupied this farm about six months. 

The prominent symptoms seem to be dulness, re- 
fusal of food, constipation of bowels, paralysis, em- 
barrassed respiration, profuse perspiration, and death 
in twelve to twenty-four hours. 

On my first visit I gave the farmer to understand 
that in my opinion it was lead poisoning; the V.S. 
called in before me said it was “ paralysis as a result 
of bad farming.” I am fully of opinion that there 
is a cause, other than “bad farming,” and I sin- 
cerely trust that you or some of your readers will be 
able to point it out. 


TRISMUS NASCENTIUM. 
By J. Ranpotpu Wetssy, M.R.C.V.S. 


Two cases of this affection were observed by me 
in May of this year. One of the subjects being a 
foal which succumbed after three day’s prostraticn, 
the other a calf. The latter was not so seriously 
affected and after a period of sixteen days illness 
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recovered. The age in both cases ranged between 
two and three weeks. The former I attribute to 
idiopathic canses—to intestinal irritation : and the 
latter to traumatism—an injury sustained to the 
foetal connection at parturition, The symptoms 
differed only in degrees of intensity: they were 
abrupt in their development, and were not preceded 
by any vague premonitions. There were the pre- 
vailing signs and symptoms of tetanus, and in the 
foal, opisthotonus was most acute. The pulse was 
very much accelerated and small, eyes prominent, 
pupillary openings myotic; upon elevation of the 
head, the eyes retracted within the orbit, tonic con- 
tractions of cervical. dorsal. and masseteric muscles, 
body bedewed with cold, clammy sweats, extension 
and fixidity of all the extremities, and a high record 
of temperature. The treatment consisted of the 
exclusion of all light, sound, and excitement, the 
administration of a laxative and afterwards the ex- 
hibition of Hydrocyanic acid B, P. in two minim 
doses thrice daily. The after treatment of the calf 
consisted of Chloral Hydras and attention to the 
local injury. 

I believe in human medicine this affection in in- 
fants is a rarity in this country but very prevalent 
in the tropics. I should like to know if any of your 
readers have observed the same phenomena ex- 
hibited in animals in this climate at so early a period 
of their existence. 





MICRO-ORGANISMS—NOTES ON A LECTURE. 


On Tuesday evening, December 38rd, Professor 
Cruikshank gave a very interesting and much ap- 
preciated lecture on ‘ Micro-Organisms,” in the 
Theatre of the Royal Veterinary College. Professors 
Brown and Axe, and about sixty students attended. 

Professor Cruikshank opened his remarks by re- 
ferring to the fact that bacteria were first described 
some two hundred years ago, and though from the 
then existing state of microscopical appliances this 
might seem to be impossible, yet the fact remains 
that the larger forms of bacteria which are found in 
saliva, urine, putrefying matter, &c. were then 
described ; the observer, terming them “animal- 
cule,” and giving illustrations of motile and non- 
motile forms. Another observer, some years after- 
wards, spoke of them as vermicules and considered 
that the internal parasites—tapeworm—-were merely 
a higher form. When bacteria came to he generally 
studied there arose a controversy as to whether these 
minute organisms belonged to the animal or to the 
vegetable kingdom. Now, however, it seems to be 
generally accepted that they are a species of fungi 
and consequently belong to the vegetable kingdom. ) 
_ Being vegetable we can conveniently divide them 
into “ cell wall” and cell contents.” The «cell 
wall” is composed of “ cellulose” and though it has 
not been demonstrated, we suppose it to consist of 
two layers. It is sometimes well marked, and helps 
to distinguish the varieties of salene-tapmpenieane 
* Cell contents” consist of protoplasm (which ma 
be granular or homogenous), and the action of the 





various aniline dyes used depends on modification of 
that protoplasm. Starch, which gives its character. 
istic reaction with Iodine, and colouring matters, are 
also found. The typical formes of the coccus are 
spherical or egg-shaped, and they multiply by 
fission, each cell often remaining attached to the 
parent cell and producing another, thus forming a 
bead-like string. Professor Cruikshank also called 
attention to other varieties of coccus, viz: strepto- 
cocens and spirillum—and to the difference between 
Micrococcus, Bacteria, and Bacillus; the characteris. 
tic form of the two latter being rod shaped, and the 
difference between them, which to his mind was a 
very small one, was the length of the rod, the bacilli 
being the longest. With regard tothe reproduction 
of the bacteria and baccilli they inclined more to 
that style which was common among fungi—Repro- 
duction by spores. If you take some anthrax spores 
and cultivate them in broth, you get a delicate layer 

of protoplasm, contained in a sheath; this proto- 
plasm gradually clears up and you have the sheath 

containing a number of spores, each one capable of 
going through the same cycle of changes. The 

sheath gives way, but the capsules of the spores are 

so tough that neither heat, cold, or any known 

natural cause seems capable of affecting them, and 

they may lie dormant for years in a meadow until a 

suitable medium presents itself in which they can 

again go through their cycle changes and consequent 

multiplication. 

Nitrogen. Carbon, and Water seem essential to 
their development, and this fact is unconsciously 
taken advantage of by housewives when adding 
sugar to their preserves. the sugar absorbing all the 
water and so preventing the multiplication of bacilli 
or mould. It is convenient to divide the bacteria 
into four classes :— 

I. Pigment producers, 
IJ. Ferment do. 
II]. Putrefaction do. 
IV. Disease do. 

These Chromogenic (or Pigment producing) Bac- 
teria were really automatic chemical laboratories 
and produced charming pigments. Quite recently 
they had succeeded in separating a brilliant or- 
ganism, which could be grown on a potato; they 
had washed the colouring matter out of it with 
Ether and dyed fabrics with it ; and in future years 
this may become of vast economical value. 

Speaking of the “ Bacteria Prodigiosus” the 
lecturer mentioned how, some years ago, it pr - 
duced an epidemic in Paris, settling on the bread, 
and reproducing to such an extent and s0 quickly 
that patches of a semi-fluid blood-like appearance 
covered the crust. These bacteria also, by using 4 
a medium the Host at the Roman Catholic Churches, 
filled the superstitious with awe and induced pil- 
grimages to them. Passing to the Pathogenic Bac- 
teria there were four conditions necessary t0 
proved before a specific organism could be so called, 
viz :— 

I. That it must be found in the blood. lymph 
or other tissues of a diseased animal. 

II. That it must be passed throngh several gener 
tions in a medium. 
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III. That when taken from the medium and an RABIES AND MUZZLING. 
animal inoculated with it, it should produce the By E. A. Hoxurnenam, M.R.C.V.S. 


same disease. 

IV. That the specific organism which was first 
cultivated, should be found in the body of the in-| As this question has recently been worked up to 
oculated animal. a prominent position, and as itis mainly a veterinary 

In old cases of Tuberculosis the micro-organism | one, I think it is expedient that the members of our 
could not sometimes be found, aud at other times | profession should more generally express their views 
rsd very —_-. = - er gare Ps -~ es oe —e, — = ae se in pa 

iseases a greater number of bacilli are found in| out rabies. is pretty eviden at we must de- 
convalescent patients than in those in which the| pend on our professional journals for that purpose, 
disease is at its height. Is this owing to some pro- | for any inconvenient argument directed against the 
cess going on inthe body with which we are not | position of certain * authorities” on this subject 
yet acquainted ? __ | are misrepresented if spoken publicly, or if w itten 
Beg regard - Leconte iag the gg - a or pamnege 7 Pon al papers generally 

at in no single instance, in his mind, ha e | find their way into the W.P. 
characteristic “y rors produced by inoculation,| This then of smothering fair discussion was 
and the death of rabbits and guinea-pigs, after | aptly illustrated at the meeting of the Dog Owners 
being inoculated, should not be distorted as evidence. | Protection Association, held a the Waldecee 
The present state of knowledge on the subject is! Palace Hotel, on Nov. 26th. The room on that 
very unsatisfactory. With regard to the power of | occasion was packed with a mob of medical students 
some of the cultivations to produce disease, they had |- and other young men who try to ape their 
some years ago, some septiccemia bacilli “ao lhe | Age attendance was ema by a 
from Germany; this is kept in the laboratory and | circular describing the meeting as one of anti- 
now, when inoculated into animals, will produce | vivisectors and anti-muzzlers. Of course with such 
—. a a "se - : — — {gee ees “ee . one 

irty-six hours. ey also have always a su but their Professor, Mr. Victor Horsely, a fair hear- 
of anthrax bacilli either in the gelatine atta nd ‘ing, the subsequent vote was a ity tee of an 
sue ions Wir Gucmiig Geaunier ol pote [EW Al a skies of 8 cermin eaneaiggs aod 

| ; ¥ g, 

genic organisms, and, with the exception of Glanders | the following gentlemen present were described as 
and Tuberculosis, you become restricted to varieties | authorities on the subject of rabies :— Professor 
of Septicoemia, under which may have been included | Victor Horsley, Dr. Sydney Turner, Messrs. Kers- 
Anthrax, Chicken Cholera, Septiccemia of the Rabbit | lake, Arthur Nichols, Everett Millais, George Krehl 
and Guinea-pig, Typhoid and Scarlet-Fever, Cow- | and Stacy Marks, R.A. Now whatever may be the 
pox, Foot-and-Mouth Disease, &c, &c. Now we | scientific attainments and knowledge of hydrophobia 
come to the question of how do organisms produce | which some of these gentlemen possess, they have no 
disease? One theory advanced was embolism in| previous record of such importance as to warrant 
the capillaries due to their being plugged with! them in assuming to direct public opinion on the 
bacilli, but you often find instances in which the | subject of rabies. 

capillaries are not plugged and in which the disease As I before remarked, rabies is essentially a ve- 
has proved fatal, so that this theory can hardly | terinary subject, and unless we as a profession are 
adequately explain the cause of death. _tosimply play “follow my leader” it is high time 

Another theory is that Bacteria, being living or- to bestir ourselves, and by means of our various 
ganisms, require food, and so starve the tissues, but | Medical Associations and Journals to take .up some 
if that were correct you would expect to find death clearly-defined attitude in regard to the muzzling 
caused by Ancemia, but in anthrax rapid death con- | bill shortly to be introduced before Parliament by 
tradicts this. |Sir Henry Roscoe. This bill in itself gives ample 
Ph most probable explanation would seeta to be room for discussion, and appears to be a most in- 

atit is not what the organisms take up but the adequate and one-sided measure, as we find—pro- 
poisonous alkaloids they produce which cause death, | bably for Parliamentary reasons—that sporting dogs 
a . large a field of research is open here and no | are exempted from its action; and that there is a 
‘ oe Le succeeded in isolating the virus, that it complete omission of any quarantine clause—is 
on mie an open mind on the subject and to | this out of respect for the dog dealers ? 
jot alee se poh upsetting of existing theories, | For my own part I conceive that the points which 

A rsa = rush to conclusions. _will bear argument are, Firstly: Is the muzzle in 
sterilizin Ption was also given of the method of itself a preventive of rabies, or is it merely a {dis- 
ia, that came in contact with the | tinguishing badge that the wearer has an owner who 
all the re ng a caution was given not to believe | values it and looks properly after it, and might not 
stantly think bh new bacteria which people con- ' the same effect be produced | if every dog had to 
unless they h ey see under the microscope, as, wear a collar with its owner’s name and address on 
mentioned : _ eons them by the four conditions | it ? Secondly : If the muzzle in itself does prevent 
specific jemmatne ad no right to speak of a new and | rabies, why are something like 200,000 dogs to. be 

“eis. “we exempted from wearing it? Thirdly: If, as is is 
the meeti i neon from the students brought | claimed, the use of the muzzle rids us of the disease, 








A 






a 
ip 


P Bo 


TERE OEMS &, 


306 THE VETERINARY RECORD. [December 14, 1889. 





what measures short of quarantine will prevent, i ts 
re-introduction from abroad. These; are questions 
which, to my mind, require much consideration. 

In conclusion, I may say that, I, in common with 
thousands of other dog owners, would gladly agree 
toa well-considered, sensible revision of our exist- 
ing dog laws, but we do protest against having an 
illogical, harassing measure of the kind proposed 
thrust on us by the action of a certain society, the 
members of which can be numbered on the fingers, 
and whose opinions and experience of rabies are not 
entitled to any special respect. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


ROYAL COUNTIES. 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting was held at the Royal College of Ve- 
terinary Surgeons, 10 Red Lion Square, London, on 
Friday, November 29th. G. A. Drew, Esq., Presi- 
dent, in the chair. 

There were also present: Sir Henry Simpson, 
Windsor; Messrs. Wheatley, Reading; Simpson, 
Maidenhead; Villar, Harrow; Hurndall, Black- 
heath; Wragg, Butters, Hunting, London; Darling, 
Weybridge; Oatway, Stanmore; Jones, A.V.D., 
Slocock, Hounslow ; Jones, Leicester ; Rees, Staines ; 
Wilson, Berkhampstead ; Walker, Oxford; Howard, 
Newbury; Sampson, Mitcham; Prof. Wild, R.V.S., 
and Kidd, Hungerford. 

The minutes of last meeting having been read and 
confirmed, the Hon. Sec. stated that he had written 
to the different Associations in order to arrange a 
conference to determine whether it was possible to 
fix dates for mutual convenience, but the replies 
from some of them were not such as to lead him to 
take any further steps until the present meeting. 
After some discussion it was unanimously agreed on 
the motion of Mr. Simpson. that the Secretary should 
issue a further invitation to the presidents and 
secretaries of the various associations to meet the 
president and secretary of this association on the 
first Monday in (May, the date of the annual meet- 
ing of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

The Hon. Treasurer then read a statement of ac- 
counts which was received and adopted. 

The following Office-bearers ware unanimously 
elected for the ensuing year, viz:—President: Mr. 
Albert Wheatley, Reading. Vice-Presidents : Messrs. 
Wilson, Kidd, H. G. Lepper, and Drewe. The Hon. 
‘Treasurer, Mr. Walker, was re-elected, 

It was resolved to postpone till next meeting 
discussion of the subject of Tuberculosis being dealt 
with as a contagious disease, and also of the necessity 
for legislation in the matter of meat inspection. 

Mr. Hunvine then read a paper on “Inhalation 
and Ingestion as methods of Infection.” 


(The paper and the opening portion of the dis- 
cussion is held over till next week.) 





$e 


On the motion of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Mr. 
Simpson, further discussion was adjourned until the 
next meeting of the Association. 

On the motion of the President, secunded by Mr, 
Wragg. a hearty vote of thanks was given fo Mr, 
Hunting for his excellent paper. A hearty vote of 
thanks was also given to the President. 

H. Kipp, Hon. Sec, 





GOVERNMENT VETY. DEPARTMENT, 
CONTAGIOUS DISEASES IN ANIMALS 


Reported in Great Britain and Ireland during the 
week ended November 30th, 1889.  ~ 





Pleuro-pneumonia.—In Great Britain 6 outbreaks 
occurred in England, in the county of Herts, and 5 
in Scotland, in the counties of Ayr, Edinburgh, 
Forfar, Peebles, and Selkirk. The disease has been 
quite recently introduced into the two last-named 
counties by cattle purchased in public sale-yards, 
The total number of cattle attacked was 19, and 10 
healthy cattle which had been exposed to infection 
were slaughtered. In Ireland 1 outbreak occurred 
in the North Dublin Union, 1 animal was attacked, 
and 7 healthy ones exposed to infection were slaugh- 
tered. 

Anthrax.—There were 6 outbreaks of this disease 
during the week, 5 in England, in the counties of 
Lincoln (Holland), Norfolk, Notts, Somerset, and 
Warwick; the outbreak in Scotland occurred in the 
county of Forfar. The number of animals attacked 
was 8, of which 3 were killed and 5 died. No case 
of anthrax occurred in Ireland during the week. 

Swine-Fever.—Only 47 fresh outbreaks of this 
disease were reported in Great Britain in the week, 
and 315 pigs were attacked: 162 diseased swine 
were killed, 198 died, 82 recovered, while 338 1e- 
mained alive when the weekly return wss made up. 
In Ireland there were 9 outbreaks of swine-fever 
and 12 pigs attacked. 

Glanders and Farcy.—In England 15 outbreaks 
of Glanders were reported, 14 in London and | in 
Middlesex, altogether 28 horses were attacked, 26 m 
London. 1 in Middlesex, and 1 in, Lanarkshire, 
Scotland. Of farcy 10 fresh outbreaks were returned, 
viz., 6 in London, 2 in Middlesex, 1 in Somerset, an¢ 
1 in Lanarkshire; 16 horses were attacked, 12 ™ 
London, 2 in Middlesex. 1 in Somerset and 1 1 
Lanarkshire. No case of either glanders or farcy 
occurred in Ireland during the week. 

Rabies.—In England 4 cases of this disease ° 
curred in dogs in the counties of Lancaster, London, 
and York (W.R.). In Ireland 3 case of rabies ™ 
dogs were returned in the counties of Kerry, Dublia, 


and Westmeath. ; 
= ee ———— 











The authorities of Schleswig-Holstein have ex 
empted from taxation all the dogs which, “ sleep!" 
in the beds of their masters or mistresses, servé to 
prevent them from gout, rheumatism, and other 
ailments.””—Echo. 








f 


he 


ine 


up. 
ver 


) in 





December 14, 1889. ] 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 307 





EXTRACTS. 


ANOTHER ACT IN THE DEAD MEAT 
* DRAMA. 





DOCTORS AGAIN DIFFERING. 





On Sunday, Nov. 24th, a cow belonging to Mr. 
Thomas Robertson, dairyman, Grahamston, gave 
birth to a calf. On the succeeding day she was dead. 
Mr. Robertson applied to the Sanitary Inspector for 
permission to get the carcase into the slaughter- 
house to be dressed for sale. Permission was granted. 
After that operation, Mr. A. W. Lawson, V.S., was 
sent for to examine the carcase on behalf of the 
public health. He refused to act on this behalf, but 
said he would examine the carcase for Mr. Robertson. 
The latter agreed, and Mr. Lawson certified that the 
flesh was “perfectly fit for human food.” In the 
interval Mr. Neilson received information, which 
caused him to suspect that the animal died, and as 
the law prescribes that no animals which die shall 
be sold to the public, Mr. Neilson asked Mr. Robert- 
son to get Mr. Lawson to specify the nature of the 
disease from which the cow was suffering. This 
Mr. Lawson refused. Mr. Neilson then told Mr. 
Robertson that he would pay him the veterinary 
surgeon’s fee of 10s. 6d. if he signed a receipt for 
the sum. In that receipt was incorporated the state- 
ment that the cow died in his (Mr. Robertson’s) byre 
on the 25th Nov. ‘This happened on the Tuesday, 
and on that evening Mr. Robertson was written to 
requesting him to sign an order sanctioning the de- 
struction of the carcase. Mr. Robertson went to the 
Sanitary Inspector’s office, and after a consultation 
left. He then interviewed certain members of the 
town Council, and Mr. Lawson, it is presumed, and 
returned to the Sanitary Inspector’s office and offered 
the 10s. 6d. back for the receipt he had signed. 
This request was not complied with, and next day 
Mr. Neilson applied to Sheriff Scott-Moncrieff for a 
Warrant for the destruction of the carcase. Mr. 
lhomas Gibson, who appeared for Mr. Robertson, 
asked for delay till his client got the carcase ex- 
amined by veterinary professors. Mr. Jas. Wilson, 
— appeared on behalf of the Public Health, said 
ep Inspector would bring professors also, 

, was delayed till Thursday at eleven 
O'clock, 

» 

“- ae Watuey, the first witness on behalf of 
= oN said he had examined the carcase, 
eimai - = “4 first place dark in colour, 
i oA - - ae down the back, there 
stieial ne ect ack such as are seen when an 
ich he fe, : properly bled. On getting into the 
pened — : at the flesh itself, when sufficiently 
aa wth so dark in colour, soft to the feel, 
was wholl oapy. One of the lymphatic glands 

Y congested and softened, showing there 


vd been what is popularly called blood-poisoning. 


josie all the viscera submitted to him, and 
® -ungs highly congested, showing, in his 


to death. The heart, which had been cut open on 
the left side, part of which he had in court, showed 
signs of extravasation of blvod underneath the 
lining. This in itself was always evidence of great 
blood disorder. The smal] bowels contained a large 
quantity of blood-stained fluid, evidence again of 
serious blood lesion or disorder. They were con- 
gested. They had not been cut into up to tkat 
morning. but on cutting open the posterior part of 
the fourth stomach he found it highly congested and 
inflamed. The animal had certainly not been killed 
in the ordinary manner. It had not been properly 
bled. It must have been practically just dead when 
bled. It was quite impossible it could have been 
in ordinary health. He should say the flesh was 
totally unfit for human food ; not only so but highly 
dangerous. The animal had been subject to blood 
poisoning. Anyone not examining the organs men- 
tioned could not have formed such a decided opinion. 

Cross-examined—He said he had not seen the 
spleen or bladder, but had seen every other organ, 
he believed. This carcase might have been good 
for food had it been killed while suffering from 
parturient apoplexy. Had there been blood poison- 
ing in the ordinary term, that could have been 
detected by the professional men, even though they 
had not cut into the organs. The professional men 
who examined the carcase must have seen whether 
the blood was in good order or not. The fact that 
acarcase had lain for the time mentioned would 
certainly not have anything to do with its present 
state. The flesh was frozen quite hard. He thought 
it was highly probable the cow was dead before it 
was stuck at all. It might have been at. the last 
gasp. ‘There could be no bleeding more than two 
or three minutes after death. 

By the Suerirr.—He was quite clear tnere had 
been blood poisoning. Apart altogether from the 
cause, the meat would be unwholesome. 

Professor McFapynan, of the Royal Veterinary 
College, corroborated the evidence of the previous 
witness, that the carcase was unfit for food. He 
thought the animal must have been slaughtered near 
the point of death, owing to the great amount of 
blood in the lungs. ‘lhe stomach was in a condition 
of intense inflammation. That meant disease—very 
serious disease. The flesh could not with safety be 
used. It would be dangerous. He knew that the 
animal had calved on Sunday last. He saw more 
evidence that it had died from the disease mentioned 
than from parturient apoplexy. I# it had that, it 
had something else much more. It was consistent 
with what he knew that the cow had been killed 
when it was moribund. On the assumption that 
everything was possible, it might have recovered. 
If the cow had been suffocated, something of the 
same effects would have been seen in the lungs and 
veins. 

Dr. Peaxr, Medical Officer for the Burgh, said 
his opinion was, after examining the carcase, that it 
was unfit for food. He had formed the opinion that 
the animal had died from blood poisoning from 
symptoms in various organs. 

Mr. M’Intosu, V.S., said he had had thirty or 





must have been congested prior 
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that the flesh was unfit for food. The flesh was 
dark and highly coloured, to his eyes. The cow 
must have died from some inflammatory fever. 

Mr. Brut, V.S., corroborated. The cow seemed 
to have had some constitutional disease. It might 
have been one, and it might have been two. He 
first examined the carcase‘on Wednesday. From 
its appearance it might have died from a form of 
blood poisoning. 

Mr. Mackay, the sanitary inspector, Edinburgh, 
said the carcase was palpably unfit for food. Parts 
of it were beginning to show a green appearance. 
Anybody bringing common sense to bear on it 
would say so. Mr. Neilson bad called him in this 
case. They had not discussed this question together. 

Mr. Cuartes Matcoim said the owner of the cow 
came to the Crown Hotel to get Neilson, and said, 
in witness’s hearing, that the cow had died. 

Mr. W. W. Nerison, sanitary inspector, said when 
the owner of the cow came to him he had said the 
cow had died. He asked him in Mr. Malcolm’s 
hearing if that was the case, and he replied yes. He 
then gave him a line to the superintendent. He 
asked him who was the vet. he was in the habit of 
calling in. He said it was Mr. M’Intosh. When 
he heard that witness sent the lad for Lawson. The 
next he heard about it was when he went down to 
hear what Mr, Lawson had said about it. Lawson 
had said he would not examine the carcase for the 
town, but he would do so for the owner. 

This finished the case for the applicant, and 

Mr. Lawson, V.S., was called for the defence. He 
said, on examining the earcase, he found there was no 
trace of disease. It was altogether perfectly healthy, 
and very good. It was perfectly fit for human food. 
There was no extravasation of blood in the tissues. 
The stomach was full of feces and in a healthy 
condition, with which everything was consistent. 
There was no indication of blood poisoning. An 
animal killed while suffering from parturient apo- 
plexy was quite fit for food, if killed early and not 
drugged. 

Cross-examined—He had certainly refused to ex- 
amine the carcase for the town. He considered he 
had good reasons for refusing his certificate to the 
town, because on previous occasions, when he was 
requested to give an opinion on behalf cf the town 
it was not acknowledged, and simply cast aside. 
The sanitary inspector did not recognise his opinion. 

By the Suertrr.—The fact of the flesh being left 
a day or two after he had examined it, would cause, 
not extravasation, but degeneracy of the tissues. 
Professional men could certainly not mistake that 
for extravasation. If any person said there was 
clear evidence of extravasation in the intestines, 
heart, stomach, or tufts of the womb, he was saying 
more than witness could say. Professor M’Call had 
agreed entirely with his opinion. Most decidedly 
he could say the animal was bled. The clearness of 
the tissues from blood left no room for doubt. 
Nothing led him to believe the animal had not met 
its death in the ordinary way. 

Professor W. O. Winttams said he had opened 
the womb of the carcase in question, and found it 
sweet, ‘The lungs and liver were perfectly healthy. 





The stomachs he saw, having contained food, wor. 
beginning to putrify. The carcase was perfectly 
sweet and fresh, and fit for human food. The 
was nothing in the viscera to indicate disease. There 
was no appearance of blood poisoning. There was 
no extravasation of blood in the organs or tissues, 
Shown the heart—it did not indicate a perfectly 
healthy condition. It showed a congested condition 
in the valves, but that would not interfere with the 
fitness of the flesh for food. 

Cross-examined.—The womb was congested from 
its having recently discharged a calf. He was told 
that a man cut its throat to save its life. (Loud 
laughter). The owner had told him he had thought 
the cow was going to have milk fever. Either he 
or Professor Rutherford had asked if the cow died, 
The answer was that it did not. There was nothing 
to indicate that the animal had blood poisoning, 
Milk fever and parturient apoplexy were synony- 
mous terms. The animal had been bled during life, 
His impression was that the cow had been suffocated 
with a quart bottle of raw whisky administered to 
it. If there had been blood poisoning there would 
have been a disgusting smell from the womb. In 
the fourth stomach the congestion was natural, 

Mr. Ricuarp RuruHerrorp, secretary of the Board 
of Examiners of the Royal Veterinary College, said 
he had 30 years’ experience of such cases. He con- 
cluded that this was a good carcase, perfectly fit for 
human food. Witness further corroborated evidence 
of the previous two witnesses. There was not, he 
said, the slightest indication of blood poisoning. 
He was absolutely certain about that. 

Cross-examined. Patches of the lungs were con- 
gested. There was no extravasation of blood. He 
got a blood clot from the heart, but it was a mere 
shred of one, which was sufficient to satisfy him the 
animal had been properly bled. The “blushes” 
were quite common in parturient apoplexy. The 
viscera lying beside it would help to discolour the 
carcase. 

Mr. Anprews, slaughter-house superintendent, 
said the carcase was quite healthy like. 

Bailie Were spoke to Mr. Bell having remarked 
after his examination that the carcase was a good 
one. and in this evidence Councillor Hendry wis 
held as concurring. 

Mr. Waker, flesher, Grahamston, who created 
both amusement and anger by his apathetic conduct 
in the witness-box, and his refusals to be draw 
into giving anything like information, gave evidence 
as to the killing of the cow. He said he was set! 
for to stick it, and had done so without forming ®! 
opinion or asking any questions. It was lying a 
did not get up. They had to turn it. He knew It 
was alive, because it was lying the way a liviis 
cow would lie, and because it bled freely. They 
had to move it, but it moved itself a bit too. . 
could not say whether it was dying or not. - 

Mr. Roserrson was then put into the witness * 
and said the cow had been one of the healthiest : 
ever had. After it calved he had given it tre 
and salts, He saw it was looking dull, and ee 
a bottle of whisky down its throat. pages ee 
some went down the windpipe. He was frig 
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the cow was dying, and did not want to lose the 
carcase by drugging the animal, so had it killed. 
He had told Mr. Neilson that the cow had been bled. 
It was bled to death. Before that it had been lying 
for about an hour-and-a-half. 

Professor M’Catu’s certificate was then put in. 
It was to the effect that the said carcase was, in his 
opinion, fit for human food. This ended the evidence, 
and the agents were heard. 

Sheriff Scorr-Moncrierr, in giving his decision, 
said it was extremely difficult for one to decide a 
question of this sort, in which there had been, as he 
had expected, such an extraordinary conflict of 
medical evidence. How such a conflict arose was 
very mysterious, but they had instances of it con- 
stantly occurring, and in all the courts. He had had 
to avoid on the one hand doing an injustice to this 
man, and on the other perhaps a more serious in- 
justice to the public. It was a very difficult question, 
but the applicant must prove his case, and he (the 
Sheriff) must, though sympathising with the action 
taken by the town, refuse the application. 








DISEASED MEAT. 


Atthe Leominster Borough Police Court on Thurs- 
day, Thomas Purcell, butcher and dealer, and James 
Forty, butcher and slaughterman, both of Leo- 
minster, were charged with having, on the 19th 
November, unlawfully had in their possession and 
deposited for the purpose of sale for the food of man, 
certain pieces of a carcase, to wit, beef, which was 
diseased and unsound, and unfit for the food of man. 
Mr. James Corner appeared to prosecute for the 
Urban Sanitary Authority. Mr. H. T. Weyman ap- 
peared for Forty and Mr. H. J. Southall for Purcell. 
The case evidently excited great interest, and the 
Court was crowded. 

Mr. Weyman opened the proceedings by rising to 
state that acting under his advice, Forty would for- 
mally plead guilty, 

Mr. Sovran, said his client pleaded guilty in 
From the same way and under the same con- 
ons, 

Bath ORNER said that after the course his friends 
“tp - it would be unnecessary for him to say any- 

iat ength, but he thought it would be well 

ttt ee should understand the circum- 
thein : . ani and so define the character of 
with P oa ings. The defendants were charged 
can cg under the Public Health Act, 1875, 
which — eing practically dealing with meat 
Dansatins hot fit for human food. The facts in 
who lived = it were very simple. Mr. Andrews, 
Batarday hom Bury, had a heifer which, on 
le swan’ a a ovember, fell down ill in the field. 
its ailment — ne Mr, Andrews knew what 
and sulise a but he had it removed to a shed 
rom the ; nt events proved that it was suffering 

0 Peete known as “black leg.” He sent 
be send « tn - a butcher, or asked a butcher there 

‘to slaughter it. Ultimately a man 


wasfound. Forty (for whom Mr. Weyiman appeared) 
went there and slaughtered the beast. skinned it, 
dressed it, and found it was suffering, beyond all 
doubt, from ‘“ black leg” in the hind quarter. 
Some discussion about it followed, and in the course 
of it Forty spoke about purchasing it. The carcase 
was subsequently purchased and brought to Leo- 
minster. Ultimately part of it was seized by the In- 
spectors of Nuisances at Birmingham and at Leo- 
minster, and the meat was condemned as unfit for 
human food. 

Mr. Weyman said he would like to explain to the 
Bench what the circumstances were under which 
they bought it. He wished to tell them that Forty 
had acted in this matter bond fide. His client was 
a butcher in Leominster, and on the Saturday morn- 
ing previous to the seizure a messenger from Mr, 
Andrews, who, as the magistrates well knew. was a 
most respectable farmer and one of the leading 
agriculturists in the neighbourhood, came to Mr. 
Bright, in Leominster, with the request that a man 
might go out to slaughter and dress the beast. Mr. 
Bright did not find it convenient to send one of his 
own men, and so he requested Forty to go 
there and perform the task. Forty went there 
without any idea or intention of purchasing it, and 
in the presence of Mr. Andrew and his servants, 
not only did he slaughter and dress the beast, but 
he did so under Mr. Andrew’s own orders, and he, 
therefore, contended that if his client had done 
anything wrong Mr. Andrews had likewise done 
| wrong too, inasmuch as the offence was done under 
his own supervision. Me wished to impress upon 
the magistrates the fact that the beast was not only 
slaughtered but dressed for food in Mr. Andrew’s 
presence, and it could only have been for the pur- 
pose of using it for human food that Mr. Andrews 
was having that beast dressed. He wished to say 
on behalf of his client that this was the first time 
that he had ever been connected with transactions 
of that kind. and he trusted that they would come 
to the opinion that he had acted in absolute inno- 
cence, and had no idea of contravening the law. 

Mr. Sourua.t said that after what his friend: had 
so ably laid before them he did not wish to detain 
them at any length; but he did want to point out 
to them-—very shortly, but still very strongly— 
that in this case there had really been only a tech. 
nical mistake. He felt that his client had brought 
himself within the technical reach of the law; 
but he had no hesitation in saying that if anybody 
had committed an offence the farmer who sold this 
meat to his client had committed an offence too. 
His client did not khow that the offence he com- 
mitted was illegal, but now, when he found scien- 
tific witnesses pointing out his mistake to him, 
he readily acknowledged it. Purcell had borne a 
good character, and had nothing previously of that 
sort brought against him: and he appealed to the 
magistrates to impose upon him the very least 
penalty that they possibly could. 

Dr. Witt1amMs, medical officer to the Leominster 
Sanitary Authority, said that on Wednesday. the 
20th November, he examined part of the hind quar- 








ter and the head. The meat was then flabby and 
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covered with an unwholesome looking fluid. He 
considered it utterly unfit for human food. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Sournati.—Could not say 
whether in the case of the carcase of an animal 
which had suffered from blackleg, anything very 
wrong with the parts not affected by it, would be 
noticed. . 

Dr. A. Hitt, medical officer for Birmingham, 
stated that on Thursday, the 21st ult., ‘he had sub- 
mitted to him two quarters of beef which had been 
sent from Leominster. He found the meat dark in 
colour, soft, and what is called “wet” from 
the exudation of serum, It also possessed a dis- 
agreeable odour. On looking underneath he saw 
that the pleura had been removed. The lungs 
were high coloured and congested, and the animal 
had evidently suffered from pleurisy, or pneumonia 
during life. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Weyman.—The carcase of 
an animal which had died of a blood disease like 
blackleg would go bad more rapidly than that of a 
healthy animal. Blackleg was one of the most in- 
fectious diseases to which cattle are subject. 

Mr. Josepn Marston Parker, veterinary surgeon 
to the Birmingham Corporation, stated that on Wed- 
nesday morning, the 20th, Inspector Latham called 
his attention to two fore quarters of beef. He found 
the meat flabby, discoloured, and the surface very 
wet. He came to the conclusion that it was quite 
unfit for food 

Cross-examined by Mr. Weyman.—There used to 
be an idea that the unaffected part of the animal 
was fit for food. 

Mr. ALEXANDER SeatH, assistant to Mr. Tuson, 
gave similar evidence to the other witnesses. He 
stated that the disease was not infectious. 

Henry Bowxert, butcher, Drapers’ Lane, said on 
the 18th November the defendant Purcell asked him 
if he might pack two quarters of beef in witness’s 
slaughterhouse. Witness gave him leave. Purcell 
said he had bought a heifer in the country which 
had its leg broken and the man was going to keep 
the hind quarters for himself and sell the rest. He 
offered the meat to witness, who replied that it was 
no use to him, as he did not buy carcase meat. 

Cross-examined,—He partly attributed the inferior 
appearance of the carcase to its being over stuck. 
He did not think it was diseased at the time. 

A.rrep Puau, butcher, Corn Street, said on the 
Tuesday Forty came to him and asked him to go 
fora walk. They went together to Mr. Bowkett’s 
slaughter-house and Forty asked him what he 
thought of the meat. He replied that it was no 
good to him, it did not seem fat enough to sell in 
the shop. It was offered him for sale. 

The Magistrates then retired to consider their de- 
cision, and on their return Mr. Woopunouvss said that 
having considered the case they were of Opinion that 
the defendants attempted to sell the meat knowing 
it was diseased, and they had decided to inflict a fine 
of £10 on each defendant and the expenses, or in 
default two months’ hard labour, 
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DENTITION AT THE SMITHFIELD SHovw. 






The regulations as to dentition issued by the 
Smithfield Club are as follows :— 

Cattle having their central permanent _ incisors 
cut will be considered as exceeding one year and six 
months. 

Cattle having their central permanent _ incisors 
fully up will be considered as exceeding one year 
and nine months. 

Cattle having their second pair of permanent in. 
cisors fully up will be considered as exceeding two 
years and three months. 

Cattle having their third pair of permanent in. 
cisors cut will be considered as exceeding two years 
and eight months. 

Cattle having their fourth pair (corner) permanent 
incisors fully up and their anterior molar showing 
signs of wear will be cousidered as exceeding three 
years. 

Sheep having their central permanent incisors cut 
will be considered as exceeding ten months. 

Sheep having their central permanent incisors fully 
up will be considered as exceeding twelve months. 

Sheep having their third pair of permanent in- 
cisors cat will be considered as exceeding nineteen 
months. 

Sheep having their third pair of permanent in- 
cisors fully up and the temporary molars shed will 
be considered as exceeding twenty-four months. 

Sheep having their corner permanent incisors well 
up, and showing marks of wear, will be considered 
as exceeding three years. 

Pigs having their corner permanent. incisors cil 
will be considered as exceeding six months. 

Pigs having their permanent tusks more tla 
half-way up will be considered as exceeding ale 
months. 

Pigs having their central permanent incisors ll, 
and any of the first three permanent molars cut will 
be considered as exceeding twelve months. 

Pigs having their lateral temporary incisors shed, 
and the permanents appearing, will be considered & 













































exceeding fifteen months. | § 
Pigs having their lateral permanent incisors fly R 
up will be considered as exceeding eighteen montis 
, 8 

The annual meeting of the Smithfield Club wa D 
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This club was instituted for the purpose of improv- 
ing the breed of cattle, and as much as anything for 
encouraging early maturity. Well, there was no 
cattle-breeder but would agree that early maturity 
and early dentition went together—(applause). Now 
that rule went entirely against that, and unless it 
was discontinued, the club would be making a great 
mistake. At the same time, he thought the rule had 
done some good, for if they stood in the hall and 
looked along the lines of animals, they would tind 
that most of the disqualified stock were in the cross- 
bred section, thus proving that cross-bied cattle 
came earlier to maturity than pure-bred cattle— 
(applause). 

Rev. Jonny Gi~tespie, said he was not fighting 
for his own hand, but he had to complain of the 
treatment meted out to a gentleman who was ex. 
hibiting in the blackfaced sheep class. ‘This gentle- 
man exhibited a pen of blackfaced sheep, that took 
an extremely prominent position at the Highland 
Society’s Show at Glasgow, and those who took an 
interest in blackfaced sheep were as familiar with 
these sheep as with the members of their own 
families. Besides, this gentleman was not only 
above suspicion himself, but there were innumerable 
witnesses who could testify that not only were these 
the individual sheep, but could also testify to their 
exact age, which was precisely as stated. Yet these 
sheep were disqualified. No doubt he would be told 
that this gentleman ought to have known better 
than to bring these sheep there. Well, this gentle- 
man bought these sheep sixteen months ago. He 
had been preparing them at great expense, and then, 
supposing that he had not brought them, look at the 
hardness of the case. They were leaving a man to 
feed these sheep for sixteen months for that show. 
and then’ to find that they did not comply with the 
rules and could not, therefore. beshown. Hesubmitted 
that not only ought there be an appeal allowed so as 
to prove the exact age of any animals, but they 
ought to have a professional appeal to show whether 
those gentlemen who had given such a decision were 
right in this particular matter, 

Mr. Jonny TREADWELL spoke as an authority on 
sheep. He knew positively that the dentition of 
sheep was not an infallible rule for deciding their 
age. They found shearling sheep putting up all 
sorts of mouths—putting four and six teeth up atthe 
same time. Jt they would do that, what would they 
notdo? With regard to cattle they saw that the 
os of the disqualifications were in the cross-bred 
gn This early maturity was got by forcing, 

id they think that if they forced meat they 
would not also force teeth ? s 

beth ean said Mr. Bruce was the breeder of the 
a. th — ox, and also the two-year-old cross 
point wae 09g was disqualified, and the important 

nc am oe this animal was disqualified 
aa ting in that class, and also from com- 

ote aan A er class. According to his teeth 
tas aulle tenn at years. but according to his age he 
not allowed he and seven months. Yet he was 

he Earl of ce in either of the classes. _ 
iia, sapere OVENTRY, in summing up the dis- 
ne all present that the suggestions and 








complaints, which had been lodged would have the 
best consideration of the Stock Prizes Committee 
and the Council generally. The new rule had not 
been hastily adopted by the Council. It was only 
adopted after much deliberation and after carefully 
considering the best veterinary advice that the 
Council could get. It appeared to him, however, 
that the working of the rule had not been satisfac- 
tory. He would even go a little further and say 
that, perhaps, justice had nor been done altogether 
in many cases, but the committee would give the 
matter their best consideration, and endeavour, as 
far as possible, to remove any cause of complaint 
that might exist. 





DR. J. A. LINDSAY 
ON THE ART OF OBSERVING. 





Let us consider what errors of observation we are 
most prone to commit. Those errors are usually 
grouped by- logicans under two heads—viz. (1) 
Errors of Non-observation, and (2) Errors of Mal- 
observation. The first error is that of failing to see 
something that is present; the second error is that 
of thinking we see something which is not really 
present at all. In the first we overlook something ; 
in the second we misread something. If you ex- 
amine a patient and discover wasting, cachexia, or 
hemorrhage, but overlook a cancerous tumour in the 
abdomen, that is an errorof non-observation. If, on 
the other hand, you examine a patient’s abdomen 
and diagnose as a tumour what is only a tense rectus 
muscle, that is an error of mal-observation. Instead 
of illustrating these errors at length, let us rather 
inquire why we so usually commit them. A com- 
mon cause of error is where there is some motive 
for remembering one fact rather than another. The 
motive may be self-interest, or only a love of the 
marvellous. You have all seen Zadkiel’s almanack. 
The predictions are wrong in ninety-nine cases out 
of a hundred, but occasionally by a happy hit the 
hundredth case is strikingly true. The vulgar mind, 
which loves the marvellous and delights in magic, 
just as it hates science, seizes on the single hit, 
overlooks the innumerable failures, and acclaims the 
weather prophet as a genuine seer. The fame of 
the bonesetter is of similar origin. He makes a 
score of failures for one success, but once in a while 
he gives a lucky wrench to a knee that has been 
stiffened by a little too much expectant surgery, the 
patient is cured of his lameness and goes forth to 
trumpet abroad the skill of the bonesetter and the 
incompetency of the regular practitioner. 

A similar sour¢e of error is the presence of a pre- 
conceived opinion on the part of an observer. It 
has often been observed that travellers see in foreign 
countries just what they come prepared tosee. ‘Two 
travellers visit France. One finds the French cul- 
tured and civilised beyond any other nation, supreme 
in art, eminent in science, in many ways admirable. 
The other traveller is chiefly struck by the absence 
of salt-spoons, or the infrequency of soap, and in 
every savoury dish sees a gruesome vision of a frcg. 
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And so, many an observer goes into the wards of a 
hospital, eager to discover evidence in support of 
some pet theory of his in therapeutics or pathology. 
He rarely fails to discover the evidence, but it is 
very commonly invisible to all eyes but his own. 
Sometimes this snare of preconceived ideas takes 
another form. A practitioner of more than usual 
cleverness takes pride in’ the rapidity of his diag- 
nosis. After a few brief questions or a rapid ex- 
amination he forms and announces his opinion. His 
further inquiry into the case is very commonly de- 
voted, not to finding out facts as they really are, 
but to twisting, colouring, or inventing facts to suit 
his hastily formed and incautiously announced 
opinion. I am sure that this is a frequent and 
dangerous error. Charles Darwin tells us in his 
“Life” that when he came across a fact or argu- 
ment opposed to his opinions and results, he always 
made a careful note of it, as he found by experience 
that such facts and arguments were far more apt to 
escape the memory than favourable ones. I am 
afraid many act on exactly a contrary priuciple— 
remembering facts favourable to their preconceived 
ideas, and forgetting or ignoring facts that are ad- 
verse. ‘This is intellectual dishonesty, and is as bad 
intellectually as a lie is bad morally. 

Seware of confounding a fact observed with the 
conclusion which you draw from it. In writing out 
your notes of cases make it a rule to give facts only, 
and not inferences—unless you are asked for them. 
What you observe is one thing; what you argue or 
infer from your observation is something totally 
different, and the two must always be kept distinct 
in thought. I say to a student, ‘‘ Examine that 
patient’s lungs, and tell me what you observe.” and 
1 get the reply, “Oh, it is phthisis.” It may be, 
but what you have really observed is not phthisis— 
that is inferred.—but some alteration in the move- 
ments of the chest walls, some alteration in per- 
cussion, some change in the breath sounds. Re- 
member, then, this rule: Keep sharply distinguished 
the facts you observe and the inferences you draw 
from them. If your observation be correct, the facts 
are certain and unalterable. The conclusions you 
‘may draw from them are a different matter; they 
may or may not be true, and depend for their 


validity, not upon observation, but upon reasoning. | 


Time would fail me to-day to enter upon the large 
subject of inductive reasoning. |! would most 


strongly urge you to make yourselves acquainted | 
with some manual upon logic, such as that of Fowler, 


Tt has | 


been siid that men have reasoned correctly without | g 
= | IR, 


or, better still, Mill’s incomparable work, 


having learnt the rules of logic, just as men have 


walked correctly without having been drilled, or | 
/action of the Plumbers Company t 
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talked correctly without having learnt elocution. 
lrue; but drill and elocution have their uses. and 
prevent or rectify many an awkward and embarrass- 
ing fault. If you cannot spare time for the study of 
logic—in other words, for the study of the processes 
which you will be performing rightly or wrongly 
almost every waking hour of your lives,—if you 


cannot spare the time now, when . j é, 
other subjects | . : rently does 
; J | The horse-shoeing scheme you mentioned recentl) ot 


make imperious demands upon your attention. the 
opportunity may hereafter arise. Soon most of you 
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will obtain your diplomas and enter upon your fiz 
year of medical practice. This is a time of variej 
experiences, but one thing may be safely predictej 
—you will find it a time of the most ample leisur, 
Spend that leisure time in sedulous self-improvement, 
Fill in the gaps in your knowledge. Devote you. 
selves to subjects which you were necessarily coy. 
pelled to neglect during your student career, anj 
amongst other things I would strongly advise yy 
to make yourselves familiar with the genem| 
principles of reasoning, and learn when you ar 
justified in drawing conclusions from the signs and 
symptoms which you will be constantly engaged in 
studying.—The Lancet. 
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On Pleuro-pneumonia in Aberdeen. 


Mr. Skinner, V.S., Kintore, delivered an adidress 
on ‘ Pleuro-pneumonia,’ in Aberdeen, under th: 
auspices of the Hippological Society. It had always 
he said. been thought that contagious pleuro pn. 
duced a disorganisation of lung tissues, but from his 
own observations—and he had also had the observ 
tions of two other gentlemen—he found that they 
might have the feverish symptoms without the lung 
becoming affected. That was a_ statement, le 
thought, which had never betore been brought wit 
regarding pleuro. Fever was always associated 
with the disease at the outset, and they might have 
that fever without the lungs becoming attacked @ 
all. If it were possible for only a small part of the 
lung, say the size of his thumb, to become affected 
was it not quite conceivable that no part of it miglt 
become affected? He had proved this by pu 
mortem examination. 
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